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PASS Devices
These devices connect to a computer running Skyward’s 
Positive Attendance via USB. The software for Positive 
Attendance is already in the Skyward Student Suite, it can 
be found going to Educator Access Plus > Teacher Access > 
Positive Attendance.

Setup needs to be done within Skyward before the Positive 
Attendance screen is ready to use. Once this is done, the 
screen must be open and active with the keypad/scanner 
plugged in and the correct room selected. Students can scan 
or type their ID to be recorded as present in Skyward with the time-stamp. They can 
also scan out of the room to record an ‘out time’ time-stamp into Skyward.
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PASS+ Devices
These devices do not need to be plugged into a computer. 
They directly connect to the Skyward network via WiFi, PoE, 
or Ethernet and are typically hung on the wall in the room 
where attendance is to be taken. Each device is programmed 
with the room code associated to it’s location. Students can 
scan or type their ID into the device and they are marked 
present with the time-stamp in Skyward. They can also 
scan out of the room adding an ‘out time’ time-stamp into 
Skyward.

Teachers can have the Room Roster page open on their 
computer to see who has been marked present by checking-in on the PASS+ device.
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Device Specifications
•	 USB connection for PASS Devices
•	 Option for Ethernet, PoE, or WiFi 

connection for PASS+ Devices
•	 Optional Barcode Scanner can be built in 

to speed up student check-ins

Recommended Barcode Specifications
If you choose the device with the built in barcode scanner, these are our 
recommendations for optimal barcode scanning.

Physical Specifications:
The laminate covering the barcode must be no thicker than .010” and transparent to 
light in the 600 to 9200 nanometer wavelength range.

Printing Specifications:
1.	 The print contrast ratio (PCR) of the barcode should not be greater than .75 for light 

in the 600 to 920 nanometer wavelength range
2.	 The minimum width of the narrow barcode element should be .010”
3.	 The width to height ratio should be in the range of 2.2:1 to 3:1
4.	 A quiet zone of at least 25x or twenty five times the width of the narrow element 

is required on each end of the barcode. There can be no transitions in this area as 
stock to stock seam, the edge of the label, or the beginning of the blocking pattern

5.	 The barcode height should be at least .250” high
6.	 The wider a barcode is, the longer it will take to read
7.	 A high quality printing method should be used which will minimize bar element 

imperfections such as voids and smears
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Additional Resources
How have other schools implemented and communicated this new 
process to their community?

•	 Select a few dedicated Skyward administrators to set up Positive Attendance.
•	 Create one uniform attendance policy.
•	 After the initial purchase of PASS+ devices, Skyward will assist with software setup, 

along with setup for the first device.
•	 Communicate the new system and policies along with expectations via postcards, 

posters, table signs, and scanners with sample ID’s for parents and students to try 
out during registration day.

•	 Train, practice, and troubleshoot with staff prior to school wide launch.
•	 Once Positive Attendance is in use, there are reports that can be setup in Skyward to  

assist with reviewing attendance that has been taken via Positive attendance.

What are school’s experience with the Positive Attendance?
Take a look at various articles on Positive Attendance along with how schools across 
the United States are using the solution on our news page here: https://k12sta.com/
tag/positive-attendance/

Here are some recommended articles:

Knowing who is on Campus at Mifflin County 
High School

How we turned around our student tardy 
numbers

Supporting a Flexible Learning Environment at 
Sheboygan South High School

Positive Attendance and Nicolet High School Sheboygan South HS - PASS+ Device Setup 
in Student Commons Area
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